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NOTES AND NEWS 



At the meeting of the Aristotelian Society on March 3, Professor L. 
P. Jacks read a paper on "Does Consciousness Evolve?" The difficulty 
that presents itself in the idea of an evolution of consciousness is that the 
ends which are being evolved must be in consciousness from the first, 
while, if the mind is conscious of them all to begin with, there can be no 
evolution. The difficulty is generally met by a wholly illegitimate com- 
promise. The mind is represented as at first neither totally unconscious 
nor completely conscious of the ends to be evolved. Along with a clear 
consciousness of the stage already reached, the mind is said to have a dim 
consciousness of the stages to come. In this we may detect the psychol- 
ogist's fallacy, which consists in treating a consciousness of what is dim 
as though it were a dim consciousness of what is clear; a consciousness 
of an evolving world as though it were the evolving consciousness of a 
world; a consciousness of low gods (or goods) as though it were a low 
consciousness of high gods. In short, " consciousness of degrees " is con- 
verted into " degrees of consciousness," and the idea of development be- 
comes the development of the idea. 

At the annual meeting of the Western Philosophical Association at 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, on March 21 and 22, the fol- 
lowing papers were read: "Mill's Theory of Objectivity," T. F. Craw- 
ford ; " Subjectivism and the Doctrine of Coherence," E. L. Schaub ; 
" An Objective Criterion for Judging Conduct," E. B. Crooks ; " Berg- 
son's Intellect and Matter," C. E. Cory; "The Bent Stick," W. L. Eaub; 
"A Eealistic View of the Criterion of Truth," E. B. McGilvary; "Na- 
ture and Human Nature," H. B. Alexander ; " Voluntarism and the Cri- 
terion of Truth," H. W. Wright; " Objectivity and Truth and Error," 
A. W. Moore; "Reality and the New Eealism," H. M. Kallen; "Euler's 
Circles and Inversion," A. W. Mitchell; " Epistemology from the Angle 
of Physiological Psychology," G. D. Walcott. The session on the morn- 
ing of March 22 was devoted to a joint meeting with the Western Psycho- 
logical Association, at which the following papers were presented : " The 
Basis of Internationalism," E. L. Talbert; "Judgments as to Motives of 
Group Actions," W. D. Scott ; " The Social Implications of Conscious- 
ness," Warner Fite; "A Point of View for Social Psychology," B. H. 
Gault; "The Social Self," G. H. Mead. The presidential address was 
given by Professor J. E. Boodin. 



